














I Philippine Red Cross

CASH ASSISTANCE TO AFFECTED FAMILIES

COVID-19
Cash Support

This is an evolving, complex scenario with an increasing number of
cases and quarantine situations that may be extended from one
month to three months or more depending on the situation.

Existing humanitarian support is planned, while the government support is being
provided, but considering the number of affected families that need to be assessed
and supported in the epicenter Metro Manila, other highly urbanized areas and
other provinces, the movement and the organization must consider all necessary
key measures for the challenges that may arise.

Based on the current situation, the key operational challenges will include the
unsure situation of the health and economic status of the cities, province and the
country as well as difficulty in targeting and community engagement due to the
possible transmission of the diseases to beneficiaries and to the humanitarian
workers. Moreover, considering that the profile of the priority areas are urban in
context which comprises 37% (4.0 million) slum or congested communities, this
should be taken into account for targeting strategies.

The epicenter of the COVID in the country is located in the National Capital Region
which is the center of trade and governance of the country, dependency on cash is
relevant for daily ctivities. In addition, based on the continuous health reports, the
province of Cebu and its cities are now being affected by the pandemic and due to
the increasing case, Cebu City was included among areas with high cases in terms
of morbidity.

Further, other areas in Visayas are now being affected and the local government unit
with the advice of national agencies, people movements are being controlled by
declaring enhanced community quarantine. Most of the areas affected by the
pandemic are urban in nature, and the main source of commodities of the
households in urban areas are mostly coming from the market and relief provision
due to limited space for alternative sources for backyard gardening and the like.
And due to the declaration of quarantine situations, there were closure of
restaurants, malls, merchandises and others and this led to the affectation to the
livelihood of the people.
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The Government and humanitarian agencies are scaling up their emergency
assistance on provision of health protective equipment, food, cash for daily needs
and other necessities including support on the scarcity of health practitioners in the
country.

Given the situation of the area, Cash and Voucher Assistance (CVA) have the
potential to make thehumanitarian response to the crisis is more cost-efficient while
addressing a range of different needs.

In the Philippines, the use of CVAs to respond to humanitarian needs, such as those
caused by typhoons and flooding, is very common, with cash transfers often the
immediate first response of many actors. The Philippine Red Cross (PRC) has been
working in Metro Manila with its local chapter for years with positive acceptance of
the organization and volunteer mobilization. PRC are well established and crucially
experienced in the implementation of cash-based interventions, going back as far
as the 2013 Haiyan response, where cash was distributed to affected families.

PRC ASSISTANCE TO AFFECTED POPULATION

COVID-19
Cash Story

Oliver, a father and a jeepney driver from Pasig City, Metro Manila

experienced COVID-19 as a challenging situation for him and his

family. His meager daily earnings as a jeepney driver were cut

because he was not able to drive his jeepney due to the enhanced

community quarantine level raised by the national government.

In this quarantine level, the general public were advised to stay at home, and the
operation for all public utility vehicles was not allowed. With this nature of “No
Work, No Pay” his family was among thousands of Filipinos affected by the
pandemic forcing them to be dependent on the government's provision of
assistance.

Through the cash for work program, Oliver was mobilized for 7 days to support PRC
in the house - to - house delivery of the food items consisting of 25 kg sack of rice
and groceries intended for the identified vulnerable families with members inflicted
with COVID-19 in Pasig City.
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